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C elebrating the Beautiful Life of Ruth Ann Esseltine

January 19th, 1948 — April 14th, 2025

We celebrate the vibrant life of Ruth Ann Esseltine, a woman of strength, wit, and a wonderful
sense of humor, who passed away on April 14th, 2025, in Nashville, TN.

Born on January 19th, 19438, in Bay City, MI, Ruth Ann's life was filled with music, family, and joy.
Alifelong musician proficient in piano and woodwind instruments, she shared her love of music
with everyone around her. Ruth Ann taught several generations of young people to play the

piano. She was a committed believer in Jesus Christ who was active at The Donelson Fellowship
(TDF) church.

Graduating from Central Michigan University with a Bachelor's degree in 1965, Ruth Ann was an
avid reader and a great proofreader, appreciating the power of words and the stories they told.
Her passion for knowledge continued throughout her life.

A connoisseur of Sun Drop, Ruth Ann enjoyed the simple pleasures of life. Her kitchen was often
filled with the delightful aroma of freshly baked sugar cookies, a sweet treat she lovingly prepared
for her grandchildren.

Ruth Ann was the beloved wife of the late Donald Esseltine and the cherished mother of Jeffrey
Boese and Jonathan (Luanne) Boese. Her loving legacy continues through her grandsons: Barrett,
Benjamin, and Caleb Boese, and granddaughter: Corrie Boese. She was also preceded in death by
her grandson, Jonathan Isaac Boese.
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The daughter of Walter and Mardy Schank, both deceased, and dear sister of Fran Card, Ruth
Ann's family was the center of her world. Her love for them was evident in every aspect of her life.
Her witty humor, strength, and warm personality left a mark on the hearts of those who knew her.
As we remember Ruth Ann, we celebrate the joyful memories she created and the beautiful music
she brought into our lives.

In lieu of flowers, please contribute donations on behalf of Ruth Ann Esseltine to jewsforjesus.org

Arrangements entrusted to Spring Hill Funeral Home, 5110 Gallatin Pike, Nashville, TN 37216.
615-865-1101. www.springhillfh.com

PAGE 4 OF 9


http://www.springhillfh.com/

Tribute Wall Ruth Ann Esseltine

JAN 19,1943 - APR 14,2025

Tracie Holt posted:

Posting on behalf of my husband, Jesse Holt: I never knew Ruth Ann, but I do know the great man
that she raised. | am sorry foryourloss, Jon, and offer my condolences to others who had the
chance to know and love Ruth Ann. - Jesse Holt (AKA Pat Boone)

April 23 at 11:11 AM

Paul Valcore posted:

Ruth-Ann was a very special and significant part of my childhood as she and my mother were the
best of friends in1970's and 1980's Midland. During our formative years in the 1970's, my sister
and | were also close friends with Jeff and Jon. | have many many fond memories of time spent
with them, at their house, Halloween trick or treating at their Gary St. residence and coming home
with multiple large paper grocery bags FULL of candy, and weekend vacations to nearby parks.
She taught both my sisterand | to play the piano. She was a very patient, very kind and very sweet
Godly woman.My condolences to Jeff and Jon and all who knew and loved Ruth-Ann.

April 23 at 9:23 AM

Mark Mirgon posted:

| will forever have fond memories of Ruth Ann, Ruthie, or Mrs. Boese (as she was known to me at
that time.) She was a wonderful next-door neighborand good friend to my Mom. In addition to
being a gathering spot forlots of kids on BMX bike s, Ruth Ann's home was filled with the sounds
of piano that could be heard even out in the street. It was a simplertime and lots of great
memories were had on that corner of Gary Street. My condolences to Jeff, Jon, and the family.

April 21at10:28 AM

Julie Allen-Wiseman posted:

I love the video of Ruth Ann playing the piano. Music was at the core of who she was. | can
remember when she would call me and say, "What are you doing?" | would go overto herhouse
and we would play music for hours. It was the bond in our relationship. We had many adventures
throughout our friendship, Fireworks in Bay City, relaxing in the back yard when they moved to
Spring Hill, a tour of Nashville .l will always treasure the afternoon | spent with hera few years ago
when | was in Nashville. We spent the day her playing music and me trying to sing along. What fun
we had. She was a great example of a godly woman who used her talents for the Kingdom.I will
miss her greatlyJulie Wiseman, Midland M

April 20 at 7:12 AM
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Brent Chambers posted:

Ruth Ann was a big part of my childhood (or “Jon’s mom" as | probably referred to her). Jeff and
Jon lived around the corner, 50 yards from my house, and something cool was always happening
at theirplace.lremembera snow ramp on the roof that led to a snow ramp on the ground that
ended in a chain link fence. Was it a good idea? Heck no. Ruth Ann took that and a hundred other
examples in stride. She seemed to know that if she was going to raise Jeff and Jon she was
going to need to shrug and laugh once in a while. It worked. We all lived. Later, once Don entered
herlife, | was finally old enough to appreciate her true good nature. She didn't mind if Jon and |
shot .22s off the back porch ortried to launch 10,000 bottle rockets at the same time.ldo
remember getting some Ruth Ann side eye foraccidentally using herlactose free milk on my
cereal, but | deserved it. Ruth Ann and Don were solid, good people. Jeff and Jon are solid, good
people. What more can anyone ask of a life? Ruth Ann will be missed.

April 17 at 6:28 PM

Matthrw Dunlap posted:

We loved Ruth Ann at TDF (The Donelson Fellowship Church). Ruth Ann was at every event we had
forour Young at Heart. She always carried a smile and an encouraging word. Ruth Ann would ask
me frequently how my family was and | know she prayed for us daily. Ruth Ann was loved by many
and will be missed. It was an honorto serve alongside her.Philippians 1:6Peace,Pastor Matthew S.
Dunlap

April 17 at12:00 PM

Jeff Boese shared a video to the Tribute Wall aloum.

Mom practicing piano a couple years ago.She had serious skills till the end.

April 16 at 9115 PM

Jeff Boese shared a video to the Tribute Wall aloum.

Practicing piano a couple years ago. Ruthie had serious skills till the end. Jeff
Boese

April 16 at 9:03 PM
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Jeff Boese shared a video to the Tribute Wall album. April 16 at 9115 PM
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Jeff Boese shared a video to the Tribute Wall album. April 16 at 9:03 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Ruth by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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